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Red Unified Interpretation

Ensign
REG-UI 00
Group 8

Biofuels and NOx Limits

Notice to all Recognised Organisations, Ship Managers, Masters and Engineers
This notice should be read with MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.9 as amended.

'This REG-UI remains remains extant until recinded.

The purpose of this Unified Interpretation is to provide guidance to operators looking to use
biofuels or biofuels blends on complying with their regulatory obligations, in particular under
MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 18.

Summary

Introduction/Background

1.1 The Red Ensign Group (REG) is receiving an increasing number of enquiries from

ship owners and their Recognised Organisations who are wishing to undertake trials
using biofuels and biofuel blends as an alternative fuel as a means of reducing the
net carbon emissions from their vessels.

1.2 Currently Regulation 18.3.2 in MARPOL Annex VI has specific requirements for ‘fuel

oil for combustion purposes derived by methods other than petroleum refining'.
Additionally, Interpretation 15 of MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.9 as amended provides
further information on the applicability of Regulation 18.3 for biofuel and synthetic fuel.
This Ul is to provide the REG position on the application of the guidance in
interpretation 15 of MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.9 as amended.

Flow Chart

2.1 The following flow chart, Figure 1 provides a comprehensive summary of the REG

policy position on biofuels and NOx emissions for all scenarios.
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Figure 1 — Guidance on the Application of MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.9 Interpretation 15

MEPC.1/Circ.795/Rev.3,

[15.1] Using 30%
biofuel or less

[15.1] Needs to meet
the requirement of
18.3.1

Can you operate within NOx
technical file?

Existing engine
Interpratation 15 certified to
Regulation 13

Engine needs to operate
within the MOX limits as per
Regulation 13. Therefore, re-
testing using methods defined
in the NOx technical code
required.

Can be accepted

[15.1] Using more
than 30% biofuel

[15.1] Needs to meet
the requirement of
18.3.2.2

18.3.2.2 fuel oil for combustion purposes derived by methods other
than petroleum refining shall not cause an engine to exceed the
applicable NOx emission limit set forth in paragraphs 3, 4, 5.1.1 and 7.4
of regulation 13.

For the purposes of this interpretation, parent engine emissions tests
undertaken on DM or RM grade fuels to the 150 8217:2024 standard, as
reguired by paragraph 5.3.2 of the NOx Technical Code, should be valid
for all DM or RM grade fuels used in operation, or that the engine may
be designed for, or capable of operation on, including those meeting 150
8217 standards superseding 150 8217:2024

A

Using a DM or RM grade fuel ?

No

Can you operate within NOx

technical file?

Yes T

[15.2] Permitted to use such a fuel oil
without having to undertake the
assessment as given by regulation
18.3.2.2 of MARPOL Annex VI

[15.3] Where fuel oils are derived from methods other
than petroleum refining, or fuel oil which is a blend of
more than 30% by volume of biofuel or synthetic fuel
and does not fall under 15.2 of this unified
interpretation, or other fuels required to undertake the
assessment as given by regulation 18.3.2.2 of MARPOL
Annex VI and for which have not been specifically
certified in accordance with the regulation 13 limits at
test bed for that specific fuel and Engine Group/Family,
the following is interpreted as an acceptable route to
demonstrate compliance with regulation 18.3.2.2:

The ship's IAPP Certificate may continue to he issued
where the overall NOx emissions performance has been
verified to not cause the specified engine to exceed the
applicable NOx emissions limit when burning said fuels
using the onboard simplified measurement method in
accordance with 6.3 of the NOx Technical Code 2008, or
the direct measurement and monitoring method in
accordance with 6.4 of the NOx Technical Code 2008, or
by reference to relevant test-bed testing. For the
purposes of this interpretation and demonstration of
compliance with regulation 18.3.2.2 of MARPOL Annex
Vi, and as applicable to possible deviations when
undertaking measurements on board, an allowance of
10% of the applicable limit may be accepted.
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More Information

REG Secretariat, Maritime Governance & Regulatory Compliance
Maritime and Coastguard Agency

Bay 3/7

Spring Place

105 Commercial Road

Southampton

S015 1EG

e-mail: REGsecretariat@mcga.gov.uk

Website Address: https://www.redensigngroup.org/publications/

REG Member Ref: 2025REGTF#111
Published: January 2026

Please note that all addresses and telephone numbers
are correct at time of publishing

Strength and quality through collaboration
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